MHFI Director of Operations:
Summary of Work Undertaken in October 2011
Tasks included ...

· Meeting Annie Armstrong and Kevin Bailey from the Colin Suicide Prevention Task Force (7th October) to discuss MHFI’s proposal for the Young Men and Suicide Pilot Intervention, and to secure their buy-in.  Re-drafted this proposal as a result of these discussions.

· Meeting Michael Owen and Helen Gibson (Public Health Agency [PHA] Training and Quality Assurance Group) to present details of the proposed Pilot Intervention (20th October).

· Discussing / agreeing the Pilot Intervention proposal with staff from the PHA and DHSSPS, and other members of the Project Advisory Group.

· Preparing a detailed briefing / needs paper on the Pilot Intervention for the National Suicide Research Foundation - in order to secure their input via delivery of the ‘Mind Yourself’ programme.

· Maintaining contact with staff from YouthAction NI in order to develop a proposal / budget for their input to the Pilot Intervention.

· Collating an overview report on MHW 2011 for presentation to the National Men’s Health Policy Implementation Group.

· Drafting, circulating for discussion, and finalising a comprehensive report on MHW 2011.  This was then submitted to the Health Service Executive.

· Making arrangements for / participating in a meeting (5th October) between MHFI and senior civil servants (DHSSPS) to discuss the involvement of the Department in MHW 2012.  Followed this up by researching and collating a briefing paper on MHW for the DHSSPS.

· Finalising and distributing prizes (from ICS) to all winners of the MHW 2011 Poster Competition.

· Speaking about Men’s Health Week 2012 at a meeting of the ‘Belfast Men’s Health Community of Interest Group’ (27th October).

· Liaising with the GAA about the MHFI input to their conference in Croke Park (15th October), and ensuring an MHFI presence.

· Arranging a follow-up meeting (on 2nd November) with Raphaela Kane (Healthy Living Centre, Dublin City University) in order to secure a registered company address for MHFI.

· Representing MHFI at a Man Matters Steering Group meeting (11th October), and completing / submitting a questionnaire for the external evaluators on behalf of MHFI.

· Working with ARK and Man Matters to plan a seminar titled “Impact of Recession on Men’s Health”.

· Helping Man Matters to develop a Policy Briefing Paper on fathers.

· Coordinating the planning of a Man Matters workshop on establishing ‘Men’s Sheds’ in the North.

· Teleconferencing (28th October) with staff from Eircom about their proposed ‘HealthNet’ project, and preparing a first draft of a scoping paper on what is possible and realistic for them to achieve.

· Representing MHFI at the Steering Group meeting of the ‘Men and Obesity’ research project led by the University of Aberdeen and the University of Bournemouth (Edinburgh, 25th October).

· Beginning to collate information for the MHFI Annual Report 2011.

· Arranging payment for the MHFI website domain name registration.

· Researching / producing / disseminating the October 2011 edition of ‘E-Male Matters’.  This is now being circulated as part of the Community Development and Health Network’s ‘Health Bytes’ e-zine.

· Submitting questions for the second GSK GP Omnibus Survey, and disseminating the results to the MHFI Management Committee.

· Continuing to review the appropriateness and relevance of content for men’s information booklets in relation to the AAA Screening Programme (which will be introduced to Northern Ireland in 2012).  Also, identified and enlisted four local men to feature on the covers of each publication.

· Submitting weekly content to the MHFI Facebook and Twitter pages.

· Updating MHFI website News pages; adding links to the Resources pages; making new research available online; uploading content to the Secure Committee Login Area of the MHFI website.
· Undertaking miscellaneous tasks, including: responding to requests from external groups / individuals (e.g. drafting a letter of support for the Lilac / UCF community-based health initiative, promoting the new health-focused Trails and Cycling publications from the Irish Sports Council, highlighting the re-vamped HSE mental health website, raising awareness about a male infertility event, helping the Travellers Health Network to identify a speaker on male health ...); maintenance of the MHFI Yahoo E-Mail Group; actioning issues raised by the MHFI Board of Trustees; expanding and updating MHFI’s electronic mailing lists …

